
 
 

 

CalStateLA/Olympia Youth Orchestra  Concert, January 11th 2015  

Fung Ho – Concertmaster & Conductor  

Fung Ho served as Concertmaster for the West L.A. Symphony Orchestra from 1992-2001 and was 

Concertmaster for the Burbank Chamber Orchestra from 1992-97. He now serves as the Music Director 

and Conductor of the Olympia Philharmonic Orchestra, the CalStateLA Symphony Orchestra/Olympia 

Youth Orchestra (OYO) and the Pasadena Young Musicians Orchestra (PYMO) in the Greater Los 

Angeles area. He moved to Los Angeles in 1984 from New York City where he served as Concertmaster 

for both the Brooklyn Chamber and Queens Philharmonic Orchestras. He has also given solo and 

chamber music recitals in New York, Los Angeles, Vancouver and Minnesota.  

 

Besides keeping a busy schedule performing, Mr. Ho also maintains a studio of young and talented 

students. Fung Ho was President of the Los Angeles Section of the American String Teachers 

Association (ASTA with NSOA) and also served as President of the West San Gabriel Valley Branch of 

the Music Teachers Association of California (MTAC). Mr. Ho holds a Masters Degree of Music in Violin 

Performance from the Manhattan School of Music in New York City where he studied with the late 

Carroll Glenn after receiving degrees from St. John’s University in Minnesota, and Long Island 

University in New York. Later on, in Los Angeles, he studied pedagogy and repertoire with the late 

Noumi Fischer. 

 

Currently, Fung Ho is on the violin and orchestra faculty of Cal State University, Los Angeles; the Los 

Angeles County High School for the Arts (LACHSA) where he serves as the Conductor for the String 

Orchestra and Chamber Music Coach. He has also served on the faculty of the International Institute 

for Young Musicians (IIYM) during the summers for 8 years. In the summer of 2001, he was invited by 

the Music Office of the Hong Kong Government to be the guest conductor at the Hong Kong Youth 

Music Camp and a concert with the Hong Kong Youth String Orchestra was presented at the Hong 

Kong Cultural Centre on July 29, 2001. Mr. Ho has also given masterclasses in the US as well as Hong 

Kong, Taiwan and Singapore. Many of his prize-winning students have gone on to further their musical 

studies in music conservatories all over the country.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

Ruslan Biryukov – Cellist  

 “An astonishing young cellist Ruslan Biryukov. The audience gave the concert a standing ovation. If 
the first concert is any consideration, I would get my tickets early!" - Wendy Kikkert, Beverly Hills 
Outlook 

 "To say the performance was incredible would not do it justice." - Jose Ruiz, Review Plays 
 "Ruslan is an extraordinary; one of a kind performer. He has everything: technique, virtuosity, 

personality, communication, attractive and articulate presence, a great human story and 
background!" "He will be a big WINNER!" - Peter Mark, Artistic Director, Virginia Opera 

 "Ruslan is a charismatic performer who brings the audiences to their feet. His artistry is both 
sensitive and passionate and his technical command of the instrument is stunning." - Eleonore 
Schoenfeld, Piatigorsky Chair, Thornton School of Music 

Cellist Ruslan Biryukov (Руслан Бирюков), known for his "superb artistry, passion and individuality," 
represents a new generation of creative professional musicians whose artistic level is recognized not 
only by awards, but also by a worldwide audience. Mr. Biryukov has performed throughout the world, 
including countries in the former USSR, Europe, and United States. He was the only cellist ever invited 
to perform for 10 consecutive years solo recitals at the Sundays Live Concert Series in the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art, the longest running live radio broadcasted concert series in the United States, 
as well as the only Russian cellist invited to solo with orchestra during the inaugural season of the 
Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall. Memorable chamber music experience includes 
performances with world renowned violinist Midori at the Disney Hall in Los Angeles, cellist Kirill Rodin 
at the Tchaikovsky Moscow Conservatory, and members of the Ysaye Quartet.  

Ruslan Biryukov has been a master teacher in music festivals in Europe and Russia. He has held 
teaching positions at the Ippolitov-Ivanov State Institute of Music in Moscow, Russia and the Music 
Academy in Lovran, Croatia. His creative artistic ideas are based upon the tradition he learned from 
esteemed artists Kirill Rodin, Mstislav Rostropovich, Daniil Shafran, Natalia Gutman, Janos Starker, 
Steven Isserlis, and Eleonore Schoenfeld.  

Mr. Biryukov received his formal music education at Baku Music Academy in Azerbaijan, Tchaikovsky 
Moscow Conservatory in Russia, and the USC Thornton School of Music. He first earned international 
recognition by winning major awards in Azerbaijan and by the inclusion of his name in the Gold Book of 
Russia's international program "New Names". Biryukov has gone on to win numerous other awards 
worldwide, including the 17th Mu Phi Epsilon International Competition.  

Founder of the Glendale Philharmonic Orchestra and Artistic Director of Positive Motions Concert Series 
in Los Angeles, heralded as a charismatic performer who captivates the attention of his audiences, 
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Ruslan Biryukov is a much sought-after young musician who is committed to a lifetime of music making 
by sharing the art of music with worldwide audiences from all walks of life.  

Since 2003 Mr. Biryukov resides in Los Angeles, California. He was awarded permanent residency from 
the U.S. government as an "Extraordinary Ability Artist". The title means that he has "sustained 
national or international acclaim and the achievements have been recognized" in his field, according to 
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. Additionally, Mr. Biryukov is the only Russian cellist 
granted American Private Pilot license and enjoys flying airplanes as a hobby.  

Masatoshi Mitsumoto – Composer  

In addition to his first Cello Concerto that was performed by the soloist, Dai Miyata, at the inaugural 
concert of the International Chamber Orchestra of Washington, Mitsumoto has composed works for a 
variety of music groups in Washington, namely the Washington Musica Viva chamber group, the 
Washington chapter of the Composers Forum, and the Friday Morning Music Club, among others. 
These compositions include "Elegy" for clarinet (or viola) and piano, "Songs of Innocence", "Songs of 
Experience", "Washington Triptyque" for violin, marimba, and piano, "Divertimento" for flute, viola, and 
piano, and "Fantasy on Leo Arnaud's Olympic Fanfare."   

Songs of Innocence was inspired by seven poems written by William Blake - Infant Joy, The School 
Boy, Laughing Song, The Little Boy Lost, The Little Boy Found, Spring, and The Lamb. It 
was premiered in Los Angeles in 2001 and has been performed many times in Maryland, Washington 
D.C., and Virginia. In addition, a recording of the June 2004 performance by Susan Wheeler, soprano 
with Naoko Takao, piano was played on Hawaiian Public Radio's program "Great Songs."  

Mitsumoto's Concerto for Cello and String Orchestra, Opus 6, reflects his youth in Paris (1959-1962). It 
recalls the "excitement and hope," "joy and sorrow," and "expectations and frustrations" that were all 
part of that totally new environment, physically and mentally. 
The concerto consists of four movements; 

 Rencontre (Encounter); 
 Romance; 
 Mobylette (Moped); 
 Adieu. 

The Mobylette is like a bicycle with a tiny motor; "I traveled on it all over Provence, even down to the 
Camargue, a wild horse habitat." Its first performance took place in 2007 in San Gabriel, CA with cellist 
Amy Leung as soloist, and the Olympia Youth Orchestra conducted by Fung Ho. 

 



 
 

 

Alan Chapman – Moderator  

Alan Chapman is a host and presenter on LA’s Classical Radio Station, KUSC.  In addition to his 

weekday morning program, is also the host and producer of two weekend programs: Modern Times 

and Thornton Center Stage. 

 

After receiving his undergraduate degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, he earned a 

Ph.D. in music theory from Yale University. He is currently a member of the music theory faculty of 

the Colburn Conservatory. He was a longtime member of the music faculty at Occidental College and 

has also been a visiting professor at UCLA and UC Santa Barbara. His analytical work has appeared in 

the Journal of Music Theory and in The New Orpheus: Essays on Kurt Weill, winner of the Deems 

Taylor Award for excellence in writing on music. 

 

Well known as a pre-concert lecturer, Alan has been a regular speaker on the L.A. Philharmonic's 

"Upbeat Live" series since its inception in 1984. He also works closely with the Los Angeles Master 

Chorale, Los Angeles Opera and Pacific Symphony. His lectures have been presented by virtually every 

major performing organization in southern California. He is heard globally as programmer and host of 

the inflight classical channel on Delta Airlines. 

 

Alan is also active as a composer/lyricist. His songs have been performed and recorded by many 

artists around the world and have been honored by ASCAP, the Johnny Mercer Foundation, and the 

Manhattan Association of Cabarets. His children's opera Les Moose: The Operatic Adventures of Rocky 

and Bullwinkle was commissioned by LA Opera for its 1997-98 season. Alan frequently appears in 

cabaret evenings with his wife, soprano Karen Benjamin. They made their Carnegie Hall debut in 2000 

and performed at Lincoln Center in 2006. Their recent CD, Que Será, Será: The Songs of Livingston 

and Evans, features the late Ray Evans telling the stories behind such beloved songs as "Mona Lisa" 

and "Silver Bells." 

 

 


